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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 November 25, 2003 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Schug, Balkema and Kramer. Absent: None. 
Also in attendance: Jim Whitehead, Nelson Hiestand, Kay Chase, Wade & Sandra Adams, Ann Elzinga, 
Robert & Tina Houghtaling, Jeff & Tonya Street, Phyllis Rose, and Larry A. & Larry R. Bolhuis. 
  
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 

Motion by Balkema/Kasson to adopt the agenda as presented. CARRIED Kasson/Balkema moved to 
approve the October 28, 2003 regular meeting minutes with the addition of this sentence under 
Members’ Time: The Board discussed the PUD ordinance and indicated interest in continuing 
discussions at the Planning Commission. CARRIED  
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
6. No Assessor report 
7. Fran reported that he was moving forward with action on five zoning violations. 
8. Chuck presented a Memorandum of Agreement between the Fort Custer Training Site Command and 

the Galesburg-Charleston Fire Department that specifies mutual responsibilities and the limits of 
obligations.  There was some question about whether the supervisor was supposed to sign the 

agreement or it was the purview of the Joint Fire Board.  Kasson/Balkema moved to have the 

Supervisor review the Memorandum of Agreement with the Fort Custer Training Site 
Command and sign if he is supposed to, otherwise he will send it on to the appropriate person.  
CARRIED  After some discussion, Kasson/Balkema moved to pursue having an emergency joint 

meeting with the City of Galesburg to work out problems with the finances of the Joint Fire 
Board.  CARRIED  Balkema/Schug moved to accept the fire report for October. CARRIED 

   
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
The Township Board presented a caricature portrait to the recently retired Treasurer, Jim Whitehead, in 
appreciation of his many years of service to the Township.  Board and office members had taken up a 
collection among themselves to commission the caricature of Jim enjoying some of his favorite things.  
Ann Elzinga commented that her husband, Don, had needed 9-1-1 services last month and that she was 
appreciative of the firefighters who responded to the call.  She said that it was comforting to see familiar 
faces while they waited for the ambulance to get there.  Apparently, Life Ambulance had trouble finding 
North Pine Ayr, which was a concern of the Elzingas that the Board thought had been resolved.  Fran is 
going to contact Life Ambulance about the problem. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 
Kasson/Balkema moved to approve the liquor license transfer request for 400 East Michigan Avenue 
and to authorize the Clerk’s signature on a resolution of recommendation.  Roll Call Vote:  Balkema – Y; 
Kramer – Y; Bell – Y; Kasson – Y; and Schug – Y.  CARRIED 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. After some questions and discussion with citizens, Kasson/Balkema moved to follow the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission to amend the Land Use Plan changing the 
southwest quarter of Section 34, with the exception of the recorded plat of Shady Shores, 
from the Recreation planning classification to the Agriculture-2 planning classification as 
requested.  Roll Call Vote: Bell – Y, Kasson – Y, Balkema – Y, Schug – Y, and Kramer – Y.  
CARRIED  

b. Kasson/Balkema moved to follow the recommendation of the Planning Commission that the 

southwest quarter of land Section 34, except for the recorded plat of Shady Shores, be 
rezoned from the Ag-1 Exclusive Agriculture zoning classification to the Ag-2 General 
Agriculture zoning classification. Roll Call Vote:  Balkema – Y, Whitehead – Y, Kasson – Y, 
Kramer – Y, Bell – Y.  CARRIED 

c. In a letter to the township, Attorney Rob Thall, who reviewed SBC’s Metro Act Permit 
Application, explained that there was a major problem due to SBC’s failure to provide route maps 
as required. However, he recommended that the Township Board authorize the permit while he 

works with the other townships to reach an acceptable agreement with SBC.  Kasson/Schug then 

moved to authorize the Township Supervisor to take action on the SBC Metro Act 
Application and permit upon advice from the Township Attorney.  Roll Call Vote:  Schug – 
Y; Kasson – Y; Bell – Y; Kramer – Y; and Balkema – Y.  CARRIED  

d. Now that Jim has retired as Treasurer, Schug/Kasson moved to appoint Don Balkema as the 

Fire Board alternate member.  CARRIED 

e. Kasson/Balkema moved to authorize payment to Balkema Excavating in the amount of 
$1,311.24 for the installation of castings over existing valve boxes on 40th Street for 
Charleston Township.  CARRIED 

f. Balkema/Kasson moved to authorize payment to Layne-Northern in the amount of $350 for 
the installation of a 6-inch blow off valve for the north well for testing/sampling purposes.  
CARRIED 

g. Balkema/Schug moved to authorize approval of the Household Hazardous Waste Contract 
in the amount of $1200 for 2004.  CARRIED 

h. Fran suggested that the Board review their copies of the budget to see if some money that has 
been allocated but unneeded in some accounts may be transferred to the Dues, Seminars & 
Training account to allow anyone who wants to attend the MTA conference in Lansing in January 
the opportunity to do so. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran is working to set up a meeting between Jose Escandon, owner of the new 37th Street plat, and the 
surrounding property owners to discuss concerns.  He also sent a letter to the Gazette requesting 
clarification of a statement made by a reporter that indicated that Charleston was the recipient of almost a 
million dollars in tax revenue as a result of the location of Target in the community.  Charleston actually 
receives about $20,000 of the approximate million.  Fran reported that he had received a letter from 
township resident, Christine Weisblat, requesting township support for the nomination of her plat, a Frank 

Lloyd Wright idea known as the Acres, on the National Register of Historic Places.  Kasson/Schug moved 

to support Christine’s efforts to get the Acres listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
CARRIED  He asked the Board members to travel the township roads before the next Board meeting so as 
to provide recommendations for the repair/replacement of roads which are most in need. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Year to Date receipts: $131,878.72, disbursements: $169,816.03, transfers to savings to general fund: 
($50,086.43), General fund balance: $52,119.67, Beginning balance was $140,143.41, Received since October 
Board meeting $23,412.58. Balkema/Kasson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for November as received. 
CARRIED  



 
3 

 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Brenda has tax bills ready to go into the mail.  Chuck recapped the Planning Commission meeting.  Fran 
distributed copies of the comments from attendees of the Improved Quality of Life Conference that was 
held at the Radisson last month. 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS: 
 
Kasson/Balkema moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED   
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Balkema/Kasson moved to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


